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CHICAGO, IL, May 31, 2003 -- Abgenix, Inc. (Nasdaq: ABGX) and Amgen, Inc. (Nasdaq:AMGN) today announced interim results from a phase 2
study of ABX-EGF, a fully human monoclonal antibody, demonstrating that ABX-EGF has antitumor activity when administered as a single-agent
treatment to patients with advanced colorectal cancer. Results from an interim analysis of a multicenter study, presented at the 39th Annual Meeting of
the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), showed that a majority of patients with measurable metastatic colorectal cancer who
over-expressed epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFr) experienced either partial antitumor responses or had stable disease. Results were
presented (Abstract #1026) by Neal J. Meropol, MD, Director, Gastrointestinal Cancer Program,

Fox Chase Cancer Center, Philadelphia, PA.

"ABX-EGF was well tolerated and clearly showed single-agent antitumor activity in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer," said Dr. Meropol. "The
fully human nature of ABX-EGF confers potential benefits with virtually no risk of allergic reactions. These results are certainly encouraging."

In the planned analysis of this ongoing trial, 44 patients were evaluated by intent to treat and 40 patients were efficacy-evaluable following eight weeks
of ABX-EGF treatment. Patients had measurable disease and were previously treated with 5FU (with or without leucovorin) and either irinotecan or
oxaliplatin, or both. Patients received 2.5 mg/kg of ABX-EGF by intravenous infusion weekly for an eight-week treatment cycle for up to six cycles. At
the end of the first eight-week cycle, four of the 40 efficacy-evaluable patients had partial responses and 22 patients had stable disease. All other
patients had progressive disease. Study enrollment of 100 patients is underway and an additional cohort of 50 patients is being added. All 150 patients
are expected to be accrued shortly.

"As our knowledge of cancer continues to grow, we are able to develop targeted treatments for different tumor types. These ABX-EGF interim phase 2
data are encouraging," said Beth Seidenberg, MD, Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice President for Amgen.

"These data further extend our knowledge and understanding of the exciting potential of ABX-EGF," said Raymond M. Withy, PhD, President and Chief
Executive Officer, Abgenix. "ABX-EGF remains our lead product and we will be working with Amgen to move it forward and continue to resource it
accordingly."

In this study ABX-EGF was well tolerated, with mild to moderate skin rash and asthenia as the most common side effects. In those patients tested, no
allergies, anaphylaxis or human antihuman antibodies (HAHAs) have been observed.

About ABX-EGF

ABX-EGF targets the epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFr), which is over-expressed in a variety of cancers including lung, breast, pancreatic,
bladder, prostate, colorectal, kidney and head and neck cancers. Research has demonstrated that cancer cells can become dependent on growth
signals mediated through EGFr for their survival. In preclinical research, ABX-EGF monotherapy has been shown to inhibit the growth of human
tumors in mice. Co-developed by Abgenix and Amgen, ABX-EGF is being evaluated in a comprehensive clinical program in several indications.
Results of several clinical studies have demonstrated single-agent activity and a favorable pharmacokinetic and tolerability profile.

About Abgenix

Abgenix is a biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development and manufacturing of human therapeutic antibodies. The company's
antibody development platform includes a leading technology and state-of-the-art manufacturing capabilities that enable the rapid generation,
selection and production of high affinity, fully human antibody product candidates to a variety of disease targets. Abgenix leverages its leadership
position in human antibody technology to build a diversified product portfolio through the establishment of collaborations with multiple pharmaceutical
and biotechnology companies. For more information on Abgenix, visit the company's website at www.abgenix.com.

About Amgen

Amgen is a global biotechnology company that discovers, develops, manufactures and markets important human therapeutics based on advances in
cellular and molecular biology.

Statements made in this press release about Abgenix's technologies, product development activities, collaborative arrangements and manufacturing
activities, other than statements of historical fact, and about its projected financial results, are forward-looking statements and are subject to a number
of uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from the statements made, including risks associated with the success of clinical
trials, the progress of research and product development programs, product manufacturing, the regulatory approval process, competitive products,
future capital requirements and the extent and breadth of Abgenix's patent portfolio. Please see Abgenix's public filings with the Securities and
Exchange Commission for information about risks that may affect Abgenix.

This news release contains forward-looking statements that involve significant risks and uncertainties, including those discussed below and others that
can be found in Amgen's Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2002, and in Amgen's periodic reports on Form 10-Q and Form 8-K. Amgen is
providing this information as of the date of this news release and does not undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements
contained in this document as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.

No forward-looking statement can be guaranteed and actual results may differ materially from those we project. Amgen's results may be affected by its
ability to successfully market both new and existing products domestically and internationally, sales growth of recently launched products, difficulties or
delays in manufacturing its products, and regulatory developments (domestic or foreign) involving current and future products and manufacturing



facilities. In addition, sales of Amgen's products are affected by reimbursement policies imposed by third party payors, including governments, private
insurance plans and managed care providers, and may be affected by domestic and international trends toward managed care and healthcare cost
containment as well as possible U.S. legislation affecting pharmaceutical pricing and reimbursement. Government regulations and reimbursement
policies may affect the development, usage and pricing of Amgen's products. Furthermore, Amgen's research, testing, pricing, marketing and other
operations are subject to extensive regulation by domestic and foreign government regulatory authorities. Amgen or others could identify side effects
or manufacturing problems with its products after they are on the market. In addition, Amgen competes with other companies with respect to some of
its marketed products as well as for the discovery and development of new products. Discovery or identification of new product candidates cannot be
guaranteed and movement from concept to product is uncertain; consequently, there can be no guarantee that any particular product candidate will be
successful and become a commercial product. In addition, while Amgen routinely obtain patents for its products and technology, the protection offered
by its patents and patent applications may be challenged, invalidated or circumvented by its competitors. Further, some raw materials, medical devices
and component parts for Amgen's products are supplied by sole third party suppliers.

Note: Copies of the study abstracts are available upon request.

An electronic version of this news release may be accessed via our Web site at www.amgen.com. Visit the Corporate Center and click on Amgen
News. Journalists and media representatives may sign up to receive all news releases electronically at time of announcement by filling out a short
form in the Amgen News section of the Web site.


